
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

A Message from the Headteacher  
This week I held two Parent Forum meetings via Zoom. Firstly a massive thank you to all those who were able to 
attend. It is great to see the numbers creeping up for each meeting. I will attempt to cover most of the items that 
were discussed, in this newsletter.  
 
COVID Update - This week has seen a raft of new announcements by central government affecting how we all 
socialise with each other, among other things. There are currently no changes to the guidance for schools that will 
affect our school. However, we should all be prepared that local measures and restrictions have been put in place in 
Birmingham, Greater Manchester and other not-so-distant areas, and that we may be asked to do similar in the 
future.  
 
A small number of children have been wearing masks on the way into school, and this is for parents to decide. 
However, masks are not recommended or required for Primary aged children, and we ask that masks are removed 
and stored in a sealed plastic bag on entry to the school building.  
 
The one-way system was discussed, as a number of parents felt that the situation around Oak Drive at the end of 
the day was becoming dangerous, as increasing numbers of parents attempt to park as close to the back gate as 
possible. A couple of different solutions were presented, including a one way loop inside school, with 2 way 
entrances/exit gates. I have discussed all of these options with site staff and local police, and we do not feel that 
they offer any improvement on the current solution. It was felt that there was an increased risk of serious accident 
on Elson road if people are attempting to socially distance AND travelling in both directions, as this is such a busy 
road at all times of the day, and such a narrow path.  
 
I would therefore like to, once again, ask that parents who live within walking distance of the school, to please leave 
their cars at home, and that those who need to drive to school, park with consideration for local residents, 
pedestrians and other road users. There is no easy solution to this problem, but if we all do what we can to be 
considerate of others, it will make everyone's life a little easier and safer. It was also pointed out that the Comrades 
Club carpark is available for a small fee (10p?), and may help to alleviate some of the congestion.  
 
School Development Plan - This year we will continue our ‘Year of the Reader’ as last year was so disrupted. 
Therefore, we will continue to emphasise reading and communication in school as well as at home. Reading 
Champions will be awarded each half term and children who read 5 times per week will be eligible for this award. 
Children’s end of year targets will be set based on the level that they achieved at the end of July 2019 (e.g. A child in 
Year 2 at the end of July 2019, who was ‘secure’ in the Year 2 standard for reading at that point, will be expected to 
be at least ‘Secure’ in the Year 4 standard for reading at the end of this academic year - July 2021). Teachers have 
already begun assessing where children are currently and identifying those with significant gaps, so that we can act 
appropriately to support them. Maths Mastery will continue for all children, and this approach to teaching maths is 
ideal to help children ‘catch up’.  
 
Catch-Up Funding - It has just been confirmed that we will be receiving around £30K to support children to recover 
lost learning after lockdown. We are making plans to use this to release class teachers to provide targeted support 
to the children who most need it.  
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Communication - Today I have sent an email detailing the changes to the way we will be communicating with 
parents and carers. Please ensure that we have up-to-date contact details for all those responsible for the care of 
your children, and that you have downloaded and logged into the Arbor App on your mobile device. ClassDojo 
should no longer be used.  
 
School photos - These will go ahead later this term, and will be done in COVID safe way, ensuring the bubbles are 
kept separate. Date TBC. 
 
Flu Vaccination - You should receive a letter from the local NHS team over the coming days, that will provide 
information about the Flu vaccine for primary school children. All children will be eligible for this, and we would 
encourage everyone to have it. Particularly in this uncertain time. No dates have been confirmed for this yet. 
 
PE Kits - As the weather gets colder, children will need to wear a jumper and jogging bottoms for PE. Please ensure 
that these are plain and in neutral colours. We will look at making a school PE jumper or hoody available in the near 
future.  
 
Homework - We appreciate that Google Classroom has presented a number of issues for parents, children and 
teachers over the last couple of weeks. Please bear with us while we iron these out. Homework should not be taking 
significantly longer due to technical difficulties and if this is the case, please let the class teacher know so that they 
can take appropriate action. If in doubt, do some more reading instead, as this is the most important aspect of 
homework.  
 
Over the last week we have had reports of trespassers on the school site. One local resident has told us that this is a 
frequent occurrence (up to 3 or 4 times per week) and that secondary school aged children have been climbing onto 
the roof and removing and damaging property. If you have any information regarding this, or see anyone suspicious 
on site in the evening or at weekends, please contact the police and/or the school 
(parents@ellesmereprimaryschool.org.uk), as they are putting themselves at risk and costing the school money.  
 
Finally, if you or anyone in your family is struggling with mental health, finances, domestic abuse, substance misuse 
or any other concern, there are a number of local and national organisations listed on the Wellbeing page of our 
Virtual School https://sites.google.com/ellesmereprimaryschool.org.uk/virtualschool/wellbeing . 
 
Next week will see the launch of our new mini-missions, which will all be science based (my favourite subject!), so 
I’m looking forward to seeing where their learning will take them.  
 
Have a good weekend, 


