
                       

 

 

Monday 8th May 2017 

Welcome to the Summer Term in Year 5 

This term we have welcomed Miss O’Keefe to our team; she has already had a brilliant start to her time 

in Moscow and we are excited to have her on board!  

We have had an exciting start to our new topic ‘Medicine through time’. Year 5 spent a 

day looking at Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece to see where medicine all began. The 

children had the opportunity to excavate tombs, basing their research upon the artefacts 

they found and delivering their findings to the class. They used their knowledge of 

mummification to mummify their own pharaoh and in 40 days we will open their ‘tombs’ 

to see what has happened during the process! In the afternoon we looked at interesting characters from 

the world of Ancient Greece, discussing why they were important to the medical world. During the rest 

of our topic we will be looking at lots of exciting areas of medicine including the Black Death and 

creating our own cures for it. 

If any parent works within a profession linked to medicine and would like to come in and talk to the 

children please let us know as I am sure this is something the children would be interested in. 

We have the exciting opportunity to be involved with Google Expeditions, who 

will be coming into school on Wednesday 17th May. The children will participate 

in a virtual reality tour linked into our medicine topic. 

In Science, we are looking at living things and their habitats. We will study plants 

and how they reproduce, mammals and life cycles, including the process of 

metamorphosis. We will also be studying pinnacle figures in this field: Jane Goodall and David 

Attenborough. 

In English, we will be reading a range of texts from fiction and non-fiction. We are looking at the 

Titanium music video by David Guetta and writing our own story about the video’s key events. We will 

create biographies about famous people through the ages of medicine.  



 

 

Mathematics sessions will continue to develop the children’s number sense; focusing on understanding 

and applying the four number operations. We will also be learning about perimeter and volume.  

Homework  

Children will continue to receive weekly homework. This will be set on a Friday and will consist of a 

spelling list, a piece of additional English work and an online maths activity. The maths activity will be 

through Mathletics. Please help your child to be prepared and give them a prompt to ensure they have 

their Homework Diary every Friday.  

Keep encouraging your child to read daily. It is essential in both developing fluency and expression.  

Children should now be confident with all their times tables so should challenge themselves on 

TimesTable Rockstars to be the best pop star they can! 

Swimming & PE – Just a reminder that Istanbul have swimming on Mondays and Moscow have 

swimming on Tuesdays. Both classes have outdoor PE on Thursday. Children should take responsibility 

for ensuring they have the required kit in school. It is suggested that children with earrings leave them 

out for that day. 

Water bottles – children are allowed to have water bottles in class as it is good for them to keep 

hydrated throughout the day. However, they should only contain water: no juice please! 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate in coming in to speak to us. Many thanks for your 

continued support. 

Miss Stone & Miss O’Keefe 

 


