
                       

 

 

Welcome to 2017 in Year 5 

I hope you have had a superb family Christmas break and are looking forward to all the things we have 

planned this term. We have already had an exciting start to the year with our flight to South America 

which was a fantastic opportunity to look at the world map and find out where the continent of South 

America is and where we are. The children began by making a ripped map, thinking about the relative 

sizes of the countries and then discussing the position of the continent and what the climate might be. 

We ended the day making clay sculptures of one the New Seven Wonders of the World; Christ the 

Redeemer from Rio de Janeiro. 

Our vibrant and exciting unit for this term is Passport to South America. We have organised a dance 

Capoeira work shop at the end of this unit. This will be an opportunity for pupils to learn a cross 

between Brazilian martial arts and dance, ready for the carnival. We will be inviting you all in so you can 

enjoy their performance skills! We are very excited as this workshop comes highly recommended! 

Before the dance workshop, we will be designing and making poison dart frog beanbag toys and creating 

videos to support and educate Ellesmere Primary School on the negative impact of deforestation in the 

Amazon rainforest. 

In English, we will be reading a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. We will be looking at how to 

persuade people using our opinions and gathered facts. We will be writing a range of stories and reports 

about rainforest animals. 

Mathematics sessions will continue to develop the children’s number sense; focusing on understanding 

and applying the four number operations. We will also be learning about shapes and angles.  

Outside of topic, we will be covering other aspects of our curriculum through visits and visitors. During 

the first half of the term, we have organised for a huge dome to be inflated in the hall for the children to 

learn about Earth and space. Later in the term, we will be visiting Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre on 

8th March, in order for the children to learn about orienteering away from the school site. Both of these 

events are new to the curriculum this year, and we are looking forward to their impact.  

 



 

 

 

Homework  

Children will continue to receive weekly homework in Year 5. This will be set on a Friday and will consist 

of a spelling list, a piece of additional English work and an online maths activity. The maths activity will 

be through Mathletics. Please help your child to be prepared and give them a prompt to ensure they 

have their Homework Diary every Friday.  

Where possible encourage your child to read daily at home, even if it is just 5 

minutes squeezed in. It doesn’t have to be their book from school, it could be a 

magazine, comic or annual. Or anything else they enjoy.  Times table games on 

Timestable Rockstars will also benefit, this is not one of their targets but there 

are a number of children in year 5 who are not secure with their tables up to 

twelve. 

Alongside their weekly homework we would also like children to complete two half termly projects. This 

half term our project is about South America; the children have the freedom to choose how they wish 

to present their findings. Projects should be in to school by Friday 17th February. We will give the 

children an opportunity to share their projects with each other and parents will be invited to come and 

have a look too. We will inform you of a date soon. Our second project, will be to design and make a 

carnival mask for them to wear at the Capoeira workshop on Wednesday 29th March. 

Swimming & PE – Just a reminder that Istanbul have swimming on Mondays and Moscow have 

swimming on Tuesdays. Both classes have outdoor PE on Thursday. Please 

encourage your child to take responsibility for ensuring they have the 

required kit in school. It is suggested that children with earrings leave them 

out for that day. 

Water bottles – children are allowed to have water bottles in class as it is good for them to keep 

hydrated throughout the day. However, they should only contain water: no juice please! 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate in coming in to speak to us. Many thanks for your 

continued support. 

Miss Stone & Mrs Perrins 

 


