
                       

 

 

Happy New Year! 

We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year. We thoroughly enjoyed last term with our trip to 

Liverpool and the pantomime fun! Thank you in particular for your fantastic support with the children’s 

Liverpool topic homework. There were some absolutely outstanding pieces and the children enjoyed 

sharing them. We have lots of lovely learning opportunities planned for the children this term.  

Our Topics 

This term our theme is Passport to Europe with a focus on Spain. We have 

already identified the countries within Europe and located them on a map. The 

children have been researching the differences between the UK and the 

Mediterranean, in addition to learning about different European artists. We will 

continue to investigate cultural and historical differences and later in the term, the 

children will be donning their aprons to create their very own Spanish dish!  

In English, we will be looking at the author Michael Morpurgo, comparing two of his 

books in order to study his use of style and structure of writing. We have begun to read 

‘Toro! Toro!’, a dilemma story set in Spain during the Spanish Civil War. In maths, the 

children are continuing to develop their number sense with a focus on decimal place 

value. They did extremely well learning their times tables last term, however, as we all 

know, if they don’t use them they will lose them, so please continue to push this at 

home too. The expectation is that they will know all of their tables up to 12, by the end 

of year 4. 

Homework  

Children will continue to receive weekly homework. This will be set on a Friday and 

will consist of a piece of GPS (grammar, punctuation & spelling) and an online maths 

activity. The maths activity will be through Mathletics. If you experience any 

problems logging on, please let us know so we can try to solve the issue. Spelling and Big Maths 

tests will be conducted on a Friday. Please help your child to be prepared and give them a prompt to 

ensure they have their Homework Diary every Thursday.  



 

 

Where possible encourage your child to read daily at home, even if it is just 5 

minutes squeezed in. It doesn’t have to be their book from school, it could be a 

magazine, comic, annual or anything else they enjoy. If your child has read to out 

loud to you, please make a note of it in the reading comments section of their 

homework diary. In Year Four we are expecting the children to not only decode 

the words, but to understand what they have read as well. You can support them 

in this through questioning them about the book.  

Swimming & PE – Just a reminder that Los Angeles swim on a Wednesday and Washington on a 

Thursday. As we currently have Forest School on Fridays, there will be no PE 

until after the half term holiday. However, please could children bring their 

indoor PE kits to leave at school, which can be used should Forest School be 

cancelled. Given how cold it has been in lately, please send the children in 

with as many layers as possible on Fridays. If you don’t have waterproof trousers available, please send 

the children in with two pairs of trousers for them to wear instead.  

Water bottles – children are allowed to have water bottles in class as it is good 

for them to keep hydrated throughout the day. However, they should only 

contain water: no juice please! 

School Behaviour Policy 

Some of the children may have informed you that we have tweaked our behaviour policy. We have been 

very pleased to see a lot less names moving to yellow or red already. We have spent a lot of time last 

term supporting the children to make better choices and to start talking through their problems with 

each other. The aim of the policy is to combine this approach and work more closely with you as 

parents, so letters will be sent home for those children who receives two reds, or equivalent. We really 

appreciate your support with helping the children to make consistently better choices in their 

behaviour.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate in coming in to speak to us. Many thanks for your 

continued support. 

Mrs Scott and Mrs Masey 

 

 


